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Petruchio. Character
in   Shakespeare's
comedy The Taming of
the   Shrew.    He   weds
the   notorious   scold,
Katharina,  and by
boisterous   displays   of
violence succeeds in re-
ducing her to docility.
Petsamo   (Russ.
Pechenga).         Ice-free
port of Murmansk re-
gion, R.S.F.S.R. Ceded
by Russia to Finland in
1920 (whereby Russia's
contact with  Norway
was cut off), Petsamo.
after changing hands
several   times  during
the Russo-Finnish war,
came firmly into Rus-
sian possession on Dec.
14, 1939.   By the terms
of the   1940   peace
treaty,  Soviet  citizens
were permitted to pass
freely through the Pet-
samo  area.    Finland
later    joined    Germany    in    the
Second Great War, and, under the
terms of the Russo-Finnish armis-
tice, signed  Sept.  19,  1944,  Pet-
samo was agam ceded to Russia.
The port  and the area round it
were added to Murmansk region.
Pett,    PHIXEAS    (1570-1647).
English shipbuilder. Son of a ship-
wright, he was. born at Deptford,
Nov.   1,   1570.
He held   vari-
ous posts under
Lord   Admiral
Howard,   and
in 1601 became
assistant ship-
wright at Chat-
ham.   In 1605
he   was    ap-
pointed master
shipwright   a t

Deptford, and in 1607 at Wool-
wich. In 1630 he became a com-
missioner of the navy. The Prince
Royal, 1610, and the Soverayiie
of the Seas, 1637, were his master-
pieces. Consult Autobiographv, ed
W. G. Perrin, 1918.

Petticoat Lane. Name until
about 1830 of Middlesex Street,
London, E. Running N. from High
Street, WMfojchapel, to Wide^ate
Street, Bishopsgate, and extended
and partly rebuilt since the latter
part of the 19th century, it was
known in Stow's time as Hog Lane,
being then lined with elms. The
French ambassador, Gondomar, is
said to have lived in the adjacent
Gravel Lane, in which the anti-
quary Strype was born. In the
17th century Petticoat Lane was
the centre of a colony of French

Phineas Pett,

English shipbuilder
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Petticoat Lane, London.    A busy scene in this
noted Sunday market

refugee weavers, but it has for
many years been a Jewish quarter,
with clothing shops, and notable
for its Sunday morning open-air
market. See Houndsditch.

Petty, SIB WILLIAM (1623-87).
English economist. Born at Rom-
sey, Hants, May 26,
1623, he studied at
Leyden and Paris,
taught chemistry
and anatomy at Ox-
ford, and became
professor of anatomy
there, 1651. He was
also professor of
music at Gresham
College, London.
Employed in dis-
tributing forfeited
lands in Ireland, be
was made surveyor-general there
after the Restoration. An M.P., an
original F.R.S., and an inventor,

Petunia.   Flower of this
ornamental perennial

Petty Officer. In the British
navy, rank below and next to
warrant officer, corresponding to
that of non-commissioned officer
in the army. Petty officers are
selected from leading seamen of
very good character with at least
one year's sea-going service. Can-
didates are examined in general
education, seamanship, element-
ary signals, semaphore, the rule
of the road at sea, management of
boats under steam, use of compass
and lead, anchor work, rigging
sheers and derricks, the water-
tight fittings, pumps, and con-
structive details of the ship in
which they are serving, and writing
up the log book. The candidate
must also have a gunnery or tor-
pedo qualification.

In the military branch the petty
officers include yeomen of signals,
P.O. telegraphists, and sailmakers;
in the engineering branch, stoker
petty officers, mechanicians, and
engine-room artificers, the two
last being chief petty officers ; in
the artisan branch, joiners, ship-
wrights, blacksmiths, plumbers,
painters, coopers, armourers, and
electrical artificers (the last being
chiefs) ; in the medical branch,
sick berth stewards ; in the ac-
countant branch, writers, ship's
stewards, and cooks;
also ship's corporals
and masters-at-arms.
Petty Sessions.
In English law, sit-
ings of justices of
the peace or of a sti-
pendiary magistrate
under c ertain
statutes. The courts
of petty session are
those which try in a
summary way, with-
out a jury, certain
minor offences, and the amount of
punishment which may be inflicted
is strictly limited. See Magistrate;

he was a pioneer in economics, as   Metropolitan Police : Metropolitan
shown by A Treatise of Taxes and   Magistrates' Court
~    ' "    "         1662,

Contributions,   1662,   and   many

other works.     He was knighted

1662,   and  died

Dec.  16, 1687.

His two  sons

were  earls  of

Shelburne,  and

through   his

daughter,   who

married the earl

of Kerry,  his

Irish  estates

descended to

the marquess of

Lansdowne.     Consult   Economic

Writings of Sir W. Petty, ed. C. H.

Hull,   1899; Correspondence, ed!

Marquess of Lansdowne, 1928.

Sir William Petty,
English economist

Petunia. Perennial ornamental
herb of the family Solanaceae. A
native of S. America, it was intro-
duced into U.K. early in the
19th century. The plants are from
6 ins. to 2 ft. high, and the funnel
or salver shaped flowers are chiefly
red, violet, blue, and white in
various shades. They need ordin-
ary greenhouse culture in spring,
and may be planted out in the
open garden in May or June.
Propagation is by cuttings of old
plants, or seeds sown in spring.
Petworth. Market town of
Sussex, England. It is near the W.
Rother river, 14 m. N.E. of Chi-
Chester and 55 m. by rly. S.W. of
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